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Journal response to U-shape issue unsatisfactory

Following objections by Vietnamese scholars to Chin a’s cow tongue-shaped line that recently
appeared in an article on the Science Journal, the magazine said it would review map acceptance
procedures to ensure the magazine does not appear t o endorse a political position on East Sea issues.

In its Editor’s Note on September 30, the Science Journal released its opinion about the article “China’s
demographic history and future challenges” published in late July.

The Note read “In the review “China’s demographic history and future challenges” in the 29 July special section
on Population (1), Fig. 1 showed a map of the South China Sea [East Sea]. We have become aware that some
readers are interpreting the publication of this map as a statement by Science on the maritime borders marked in
the image. This is not the case”.

It continued “Science’s policy, found on the masthead page of each issue, states that “all articles published in
Science—including editorials, news and comment, and book reviews—are signed and reflect the individual views
of the authors and not official points of view adopted by AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are
affiliated.”

“Science does not have a position with regard to jurisdictional claims in the area of water included in the map. We
are reviewing our map acceptance procedures to ensure that in the future Science does not appear to endorse or
take a position on territorial/jurisdictional disputes.”

In an email to Tuoi Tre, Dr. Le Van Ut, a Vietnamese math lecturer at Finland’s Oulu University, wrote that thanks
to the Editor’s Note, China will no longer be able to take unfair advantage of peer-reviewed magazines to
disseminate its illegal cow’s tongue line.

 

Science Journal’s response is unsatisfactory

Another Vietnamese scholar, Prof. Dr Nguyen Van Tuan from the Garvan Institute in Australia, told Tuoi Tre that he and his colleagues have warned the Science
Journal about Chinese scientists’ wrongdoings in using the cow’s tongue-shaped line in the map of the East Sea in their article.

However, the Science’s response to the objection as shown in its Editor’s Note was an unsatisfactory reply, he said.

“We have mentioned the scientific shortcomings of the article and we did not ask the journal about whether it agrees or disagrees with the relevant parties’ views
about the East Sea issue. We have pointed out that the map is scientifically wrong and is not recognized by any scientific organizations. Therefore, the fact that
a scientific journal publishes such a map is a violation of scientific ethics.”

Such wrong articles must be prevented from being published by international magazines in the future, he said.

Earlier in June 2011, the Journal of Waste Management has published a correction after it published on April 19, 2011 an article that included a map showing
China’s cow tongue line in the East Sea.

The journal’s editor-in-chief, Prof. Dr Raffaello Cossu, from Italy’s Padova University, admitted the journal’s shortcomings after Vietnamese scientists objected to
the map, which was used as an illustration for an article about solid wastes.

According to Dr. Tuan, such a response from the Journal of Waste Management was “fairer” to readers than that of Science Journal.

Illegal “border line”

According to the Chinese government, the entire area within the cow’s tongue or the “u-shaped line” or the “9-dashed
line”, including the islands, reefs and the bordering water, belongs to the sovereignty and jurisdiction of China based
on history.

In late May 2011, Vice Chairman of the National Border Committee of Vietnam Nguyen Duy Chien was quoted by the
website of the Vietnamese Embassy in the United States as saying: “China’s nine-dotted line in the East Sea, aka “the
cow tongue”, is legally groundless and in contrary to the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea to which China is
a party.

“The claim encroaches on the exclusive economic zones and the continental shelves of many regional countries,
including Vietnam, and thus is rejected by many countries. China’s attempt to realize this claim is in fact making
tensions in the region escalate.”
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